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prehending it there, hold it but in part, and need indefinite
increments to be at one with it all.

(4) A similar difference is found when, instead of looking
at truth and moral good m their own essence, we follow
them into the human mind, and compare their reception
there. To Truth we accord assent: to Right, we accord
approval: and approval, I venture to affirm, can neither be
identified with assent, nor deduced from it. And when, in
order to scrutinise their relation, we lay them side by side
and look at their contents, we see at once that the features
present in approval and absent from assent are precisely the
whole of the moral characteristics, whence the judgment
derives its ethical quality. In my assent to the proposition
that any two radii vectores of an ellipse, meeting at their
peripheral extremities, are together equal to the transverse
axis, and my dissent from the assertion that they are always
equal to one another, I have none of the self-contentment
and of the compunction respectively involved in iny right
and wrong volitions; I assign no merit to the truth, no
demerit to the error, or to the mind that is subject to them;
were my belief rewarded, I should be ashamed of the
absurdity : were my misbelief punished, I should resent the
injustice. But these experiences, which fail to attend the
Yes and No of Reason, are the sum of the moral sentiments
which attends the Yes and No of Conscience, There is
nothing, therefore, in common except the naked fact of
acceptance or rejection; the thing accepted or rejected, it
is plain, is wholly different

These criticisms need not hide from us the noble source
of Clarke's scheme of thought, namely, an anxiety to exhibit
Duty as no more arbitrary than Truth, and to establish
Righteousness as coeternal and coextensive with Mind. His
work upon this thesis was weakened by the attempt to merge
the moral relations in the*intellectual, instead of allowing
the category of right and wrong to be distinct from that of
true and false. But, in spite of this, by lines of thought
independent of it, he contributed powerful aids to the